
Table 1: three sets of Coptic names for days of the week 

 Biblical Numerical Early Christian tradition 

Sunday ⲧⲕⲩⲣⲓⲁⲕⲏ	

the Lord’s day 

   

Monday  ⲡⲉⲥⲛⲁⲩ	

(day) two 

ⲡⲙⲉϩⲥⲛⲁⲩ	

the second (day) 

ⲡϣⲟⲣⲡ	ⲛ̄ϩⲟⲟⲩ	ⲛ̄ⲟⲩⲱϣ								(ⲁ̅	ⲛⲟⲩⲱϣ)	

“the first interval day” 

Tuesday  ⲡϣⲟⲙⲛ̄ⲧ		

(day) three 

ⲡⲙⲉϩϣⲙⲟⲛⲧ	

the third (day) 

ⲡⲙⲉϩⲥⲛⲁⲩ	ⲛ̄ϩⲟⲟⲩ	ⲛ̄ⲟⲩⲱϣ		(ⲃ̅	ⲛⲟⲩⲱϣ)	

“the second interval day” 

Wednesday  ⲡϥⲧⲟⲟⲩ 
(day) four 

ⲡⲙⲉϩϥⲧⲟⲟⲩ	

the fourth (day) 

ⲧⲕⲟⲩⲓ	ⲛ̄ⲛⲏⲥⲧⲓⲁ,	ⲧⲛⲏⲥⲧⲓⲁ	ϣⲏⲙ	

“little fast” 

Thursday  ⲡϯⲟⲩ 
(day) five 

ⲡⲙⲉϩⲧⲓⲟⲩ	

the fifth (day) 

ⲡⲟⲩⲱϣ	ⲛ̄ⲧⲙⲏⲧⲉ,	ⲡⲟⲩⲱϣ 

“the interval (in between)” 

Friday ⲧⲡⲁⲣⲁⲥⲕⲉⲩⲏ 

Preparation day 

ⲡⲥⲟⲟⲩ 
(day) six 

ⲡⲙⲉϩⲥⲟⲟⲩ	

the sixth (day) 

ⲧⲛⲟϭ	ⲛ̄ⲛⲏⲥⲧⲓⲁ,	ⲧⲛⲏⲥⲧⲓⲁ	ⲱ	

“great fast” 

Saturday ⲡⲥⲁⲃⲃⲁⲧⲟⲛ 

the Sabbath 

   

N.B. These are standardized forms 
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